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A  player  in  a  Red  Wings  sweater  zips  down  the  ice. 
He  quickly  stops  in  front  of  the  net.  When  he  stops,  his 
skates  scrape  the  ice,  sending  ice  chips  flying  in  the  air. 
He  blasts  the  puck  into  the  net  for  a  Red  Wings  goal. 
The  Red  Wings  win!  Red  Wings  players  raise  their  sticks 
and  celebrate!  Let's  meet  the  Detroit  Red  Wings. 


^Det'o^'b'99, 


oO' 


ce' 


Detroit  Red  Wings 


The  Detroit  Red  Wings  play  in  the  National  Hockey 
League  (NHL).  They  are  one  of  30  teams  in  the  NHL. 

The  NHL  includes  the  Eastern  Conference  and  the 
Western  Conference.  The  Red  Wings  play  in  the  Central 
Division  of  the  Western  Conference.  The  playoffs  end 
with  the  winners  of  the  Eastern  and  Western  conferences 
facing  off.  The  champion  wins  the  Stanley  Cup.  The  Red 
Wings  have  won  11  Stanley  Cups. 
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Detroit  Red  Wings 
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The  Red  Wings  first  skated  in  the  NHL  in  1926.  When 
they  joined  the  league,  their  name  was  the  Cougars. 

They  became  the  Red  Wings  in  1932,  and  changed 
their  logo.  It  shows  a  car  tire  with  a  wing,  because 
many  cars  are  made  in  Detroit.  The  Red  Wings  were 
one  of  the  Original  Six— the  earliest  members  of  the  NHL. 
The  team  won  their  first  Stanley  Cup  in  1936.  They  have 
won  the  most  Stanley  Cups  of  any  NHL  team  from  the 
United  States. 
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Detroit  Red  Wings 


The  Detroit  Red  Wings  play  82  games  each  season. 

They  play  all  the  other  teams  in  their  division  six  times. 

The  other  Central  Division  teams  are  the  Chicago 
Blackhawks,  the  Columbus  Bluejackets,  the  Nashville 
Predators,  and  the  St.  Louis  Blues.  The  Red  Wings  and  the 
Blackhawks  are  fierce  rivals.  The  Red  Wings  also  play 
other  teams  in  the  Western  and  Eastern  Conferences. 


Detroit  Red  Wings 


THE* 

The  Red  Wings  play  their  home  games  in  Detroit's  Joe 
Louis  Arena.  The  arena  is  named  after  Joe  Louis,  one 
of  the  greatest  boxers  in  history.  The  arena  is  also  used 
for  college  hockey,  boxing,  wrestling,  and  concerts. 

The  Joe  Louis  Arena's  nickname  is  "the  Joe."  The  Red 
Wings  won  two  of  their  Stanley  Cups  at  the  Joe,  in 
1997  and  2002.  Gordie  Howe  played  in  the  1980 
NHL  All-Star  game  there  when  he  was  51  years  old. 
The  fans  cheered  loudly  for  him.  There  is  a  large  statue 
of  Howe  in  the  hallway  of  the  arena. 
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Goal  crease 


Detroit  Red  Wings 


Hockey  games  are  played  on  a  sheet  of  ice  called  a  rink. 

It  is  a  rounded  rectangle.  NHL  rinks  are  200  feet  (61  m) 
long  and  85  feet  (26  m)  wide.  Wooden  boards  surround 
the  entire  rink.  Clear  plastic  panels  are  on  top  of  the  boards 
so  fans  can  see  the  action  and  be  protected  from  flying 
pucks.  Netting  is  hung  above  the  seats  at  each  end  of  the 
rink  to  catch  any  wild  pucks.  The  goal  nets  are  near  each 
end  of  the  rink.  Each  net  is  four  feet  (1.2  m)  high  and  six 
feet  (1.8  m)  wide.  A  red  line  marks  the  center  of  the  ice. 

Blue  lines  mark  each  team's  defensive  zone. 
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Detroit  Red  Wings 


The  Red  Wings  have  had  many  great  seasons  in  their 
long  history.  Here  are  three  of  the  greatest. 

1935-36:  Led  by  wing  John  Sorrell,  the  Red 
Wings  won  their  first  Stanley  Cup  championship. 

1951-52:  Gordie  Howe  had  one  of  his  greatest 
seasons.  He  scored  47  goals  and  39  assists.  Howe 
and  the  great  goalie  Terry  Sawchuk  were  the  stars  as 
the  Red  Wings  won  their  fifth  Stanley  Cup. 

1996-97:  The  Red  Wings  won  their  eighth  Stanley 
Cup.  It  was  their  first  championship  in  42  years! 


Detroit  Red  Wings 


Not  every  season  can  end  with  a  Stanley  Cup 
championship.  Here  are  some  of  the  toughest  seasons 
in  Red  Wings  history. 

1967-68;  The  Red  Wings  played  70  games  but 
only  won  22!  They  did  not  make  it  to  the  playoffs. 

1970-71:  The  Red  Wings  finished  in  last  place 
in  their  division.  They  gave  up  308  goals  during 
the  season. 

2000-01:  The  Red  Wings  had  a  great  season 
and  finished  with  1 1 1  points.  But  they  lost  to  the  Los 
Angeles  Kings  in  the  first  round  of  the  playoffs. 


Detroit  Red  Wings 
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Detroit  Red  Wings  fans  are  crazy  about  their  team!  The  fans 
love  their  team  so  much,  they  call  Detroit  "Hockeytown." 

The  Red  Wings  fans  have  one  of  the  NHL's  most  famous 
traditions.  During  important  games,  a  fan  will  toss  an 
octopus  onto  the  ice.  Yuck!  This  first  happened  during  the 
1952  playoffs.  In  those  days,  it  took  eight  games  to  win  the 
Stanley  Cup  and  an  octopus  has  eight  arms.  The  fans  think 
it's  good  luck.  It  must  be,  since  the  Red  Wings  have  won  so 
many  Stanley  Cups. 
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Detroit  Red  Wings 


Many  players  in  the  Hockey  Hall  of  Fame  skated 
for  the  Red  Wings.  Wing  Gordie  Howe  was  the  leading 
scorer  in  the  NHL  for  many  years.  He  was  tough  and 
had  a  great  shot.  Howe  played  for  a  long  time  and  once 
played  on  the  same  team  with  two  of  his  sons.  Howe's 
nickname  is  "Mr.  Hockey."  Terry  Sawchuk  was  one  of 
the  greatest  goalies  in  the  NHL.  In  the  1952  Stanley  Cup 
playoffs,  he  did  not  give  up  any  goals  in  four  games! 
Captain  Steve  Yzerman  and  wing  Brendan  Shanahan 
led  the  Red  Wings  to  win  the  Stanley  Cup  in  1997.  It  was 
the  first  Red  Wings  Stanley  Cup  in  42  years. 


Detroit  Red  Wings 


The  Red  Wings  have  some  of  the  top  players  in  the  NHL. 
Nicklas  Lidstrom  has  won  the  James  Norris  trophy  six  times. 
The  trophy  is  for  the  NHL's  best  defensemen.  Lidstrom  is 
now  the  Red  Wings  captain.  Henrik  Zetterberg  is  one  of  the 
NHL's  most  skilled  players.  Zetterberg  is  an  excellent  skater 
and  a  top  scorer.  Defenseman  Brian  Rafalski  is  one  of  the 
best  players  from  the  United  States.  Rafalski  is  known  for 
his  very  hard  shot.  Center  Pavel  Datsyuk  is  a  fine  defensive 
player  and  is  great  at  passing  the  puck.  Wing  Kris  Draper  is 
a  veteran  player  who  knocks  his  opponents  to  the  ice  with 
hard  hits. 
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Detroit  Red  Wings 


Hockey  players  wear  short  pants  and  a  jersey  called  a 
"sweater."  Underneath,  they  wear  lots  of  pads  to  protect 
themselves.  They  also  wear  padded  gloves  and  a  hard 
plastic  helmet.  They  wear  special  ice  hockey  skates  with 
razor-sharp  blades.  They  carry  a  stick  to  handle  the  puck. 


Goalies  wear 
special  gloves  to 
help  them  block 
and  catch  shots. 

They  have  extra 
padding  on  their 
legs,  chest,  and 
arms.  They  also  wear 
special  decorated 
helmets  and  use  a 
larger  stick. 


Catching  glove 


Blocker 


Customized  helmet 
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Skates  with  blocking  blades 
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Here  are  some  all-time 
career  records  for  the 
Detroit  Red  Wings. 

All  the  stats  are  through 
the  2009-2010  season 
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Detroit  Red  Wings 


arena  an  indoor  place  for  sports 

assists  plays  that  give  the  puck  to  the  player  who  scores  a  goal 

captain  a  player  chosen  to  lead  his  team  on  and  off  the  ice 

center  a  hockey  position  at  the  middle  of  the  forward,  offensive  line 

defensemen  players  who  take  a  position  closest  to  their  own  goal,  to  keep  the 
puck  out 

goalie  the  goaltender,  whose  job  is  to  keep  pucks  out  of  the  net 

Hockey  Hall  of  Fame  located  in  Toronto,  Ontario,  this  museum  honors  the 
greatest  players  in  the  sport's  history 

logo  a  colorful  design  that  stands  for  a  sports  team 

plus-minus  a  player  gets  a  plus  one  for  being  on  the  ice  when  their  team  scores 
a  goal,  and  a  minus  one  when  the  other  team  scores  a  goal;  the  total  of  these  pluses 
and  minuses  creates  this  stat.  The  better  players  always  have  high  plus  ratings 

points  a  team  gets  two  points  for  every  game  they  win  and  one  point  for  every 
game  they  tie;  a  player  gets  a  point  for  every  goal  he  scores  and  another  point  for 
every  assist 

puck  the  hard,  frozen  rubber  disk  used  when  playing  hockey 

rivals  teams  that  play  each  other  often  and  with  great  intensity 

Stanley  Cup  the  trophy  awarded  each  year  to  the  winner  of  the  National  Hockey 
League  championship 

sweater  a  shirt  or  jersey  worn  by  a  hockey  player 

wing  a  hockey  position  on  the  outside  left  or  right  of  the  forward  line 
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From  face-offs  to  game-winning  slapshots,  this  series  captures  the 
non-stop  excitement  of  the  National  Hockey  League!  Each  book 
features  a  well-known  NHL  team.  Young  readers  will  meet  the  star 
players,  travel  to  their  home  ice,  and  see  them  in  action.  They'll 
experience  the  team's  greatest— and  worst— moments  and  see 
their  key  players'  stats.  These  books  let  kids  live  the  Stanley  Cup 
experience  all  year  round! 
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